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PERKY PEGGY'S PONDERINGS ~ Peggy Kustra
Merry Christmas Everyone. I wish all of you great
joy and peace in your hearts, during this Holiday
Season!
Wow quite a year! We were able to have pop up
jams, playdates, library outreach, spirit jams, and finally
at long last able to meet and jam at Holy Cross Church.
Two members have passed in 2021 ( Bob Hlavacek
and George Newton). They are resting in God's arms
now. Two members have had covid, thankfully just sick
and recovering.
We have seven Christmas playdates, which means
we are able to spread our own spectacular Christmas
cheer.
What a year indeed.
The reason we were able to come back so strong
and sure is because we have been blessed with such
wonderful people at the helm of the ship.
A really big THANK YOU to Marsha and Terry
Kozlowski for the Spirit Jams and all the wonderful
support given to me personally during the last three
years.
Thank you so much to the outgoing board and all
their hard work:
Steve Beck - Vice President of Business
Sandi and Bob Hlavacek- Vice President of Programs
Judy Pyrkosz- Treasurer
Gerry Kustra - Treasurer
Julie Kafcas- Secretary
God Bless you all for everything you have done to
keep SSDS a strong club through the pandemic.
Thank you to David Smith,(Newsletter editor) and
his side kick Theresa for all their support and work on
such a great newsletter. Thank you to Karen Turner for
all your work on Dropbox and the website. Thank you
to David Smith and Sandi Hlavacek for your work as
Historians.
WELCOME to the New SSDS Board
Terry Kozlowski- President
Harold Crane- Vice President Business
Gloria Tapper- Vice President Programs
Gerry Kustra-Treasurer
Sally Kilcullen-Secretary

Thank you for taking over the reins of SSDS and
helping to keep our club a productive one.
I have been truly blessed to have had all these
people helping me during these trying times. It's also
been a joy getting to know them better.
I want to also thank all the members of SSDS for
your support during the last three years. I love SSDS
and all the folks that make it so delightful. I love our
friendships and fellowship we have. It was a pleasure to
serve you. I know you will send all your support to the
new board. God Bless you all!
Please take note there will NOT be a SSDS
meeting on December 30 at Holy Cross.
Also, there will be a Christmas Pizza Party on
December 16 at Holy Cross. If you are going to attend
the Christmas Pizza Party, please inform myself or
Sandi Hlavacek. This way we will have a better idea of
how many pizzas to order. Let us know by December
9th.
Masks must be worn at all playdates!
If you have any concerns, ideas or questions you
can contact TERRY KOZLOWSKI in January. LOL
until then contact me Peggy Kustra at 313-570-7844 or
peggyakustra54@gmail.com ……..…Peggy Kustra

MARK YOUR DECEMBER CALENDAR!
02 - SSDS REGULAR JAM - 7:00 - ??
16 - SSDS JAM & Pizza Party - 7:00 - ??
30 - SSDS Variety Night - CANCELED
TREASURER ~ Gerry Kustra
Please welcome new member Julie Crane who
aspires to play the dulcimer.
December is here and so are our holiday
performances.
Thank you in advance to our members that will be
performing and spreading Holiday cheer. The weather
has turned cold so that could only mean that the
holidays are fast approaching.

Although we have about $7,010 in the bank, don’t
forget that dues for the upcoming year are being
collected. So far over 50 members have responded;
please fit SSDS into your holiday budget.
….Gerry gbkustra@hotmail.com 313-570-7843

IT’S DECEMBER...LET’S CELEBRATE !

December

Birthdays

1…Sue Tranquilla
13...Theresa Smith
14…Jeff Despard
17…Judy Pyrkosz
30…Veronica Radowicz
31...Sandi Hlavacek

VP - BUSINESS NOTES ~ Stephen Beck

It is looking like a good list of playdates for
December 2021. And guess what? We are
already getting 2022 playdates setup. We as a
group have gotten people wanting peace and the
need to hear great music.
December playdates:
 Ford Yacht Club
29500 Southpointe Rd., Grosse Ile
December 4 at 7 - 8pm
 Glacier Hills Senior Com.
1200 Earhart Rd., Ann Arbor
December 6 at 2 - 3pm
 Holy Cross
30650 Six Mile Rd., Livonia
December 7 at 6:30 - 7:30pm
 St. Mary's Cultural Center
18100 Merriman Rd., Livonia
December 8 at 12:30 - 1:30pm
 St. Richards Catholic Church
35851 Cherry Hill Rd. Westland
December 12 at 2 - 3pm
 Livonia Public Library
32777 Five Mile, Livonia
December 16 at 12:15 - 1:00pm
 Cedarbrook Senior Living
15700 Haggerty Rd., Plymouth
December 17 at 2 - 3pm

***Just a reminder, to perform at Playdates you are
required to have the COVID vaccination.
The needed players are at the discretion of the Music
Coordinator, the amount of space, and instrument
balance needed at the event.
..…Steve slbeck@beck-enterprise.com 313-701-7539

MARSHA'S MUSINGS ~ Marsha Kozlowski
Spirit Jam – Terry and I hosted the last Spirit Jam
of 2021 on November 16. The theme was Music in the
Movies. We played 20 tunes that can be heard in at
least one movie. In addition, there are 11 more in our
repertoire that are played in movies that could have
been played.
There will be no Spirit Jam in December. We hope to
start up again in January. Date to be determined.
PLAYLISTS – The Holiday playlist is FINAL and
posted in this newsletter. Unless there are some
unforeseen issues, it will stand. There is also a January
playlist should the opportunity come to perform.
Practice Tune Videos – are being added slowly but
surely. It would be wonderful if others would contribute
to this library with an SSDS tune you know very well.
As new players join our club, this is a valuable
resource. Years ago, the club had practice cassette
tapes…..well, that went the way of the dinosaur. With
COVID limitations, we haven’t even had slow jams to
help members master our newer tunes.
Please
consider doing a Practice Tune Video as a gift that
keeps on giving to the club and future HD players.
MUSIC CORRECTIONS – It is easy to miss
something or make a mistake when notating music for
the club. There are a number of tunes that I will be
correcting (after Christmas). If you spot one of these
mistakes/omissions, etc. please let me know. Make of
a copy of the tune and write/circle where it needs to be
corrected.
NEW TUNES - We haven’t added many “official”
new tunes to the SSDS repertoire this year. After the
rollicking jam on November 18, it seemed appropriate
to end 2021 with not 1, but 2 new tunes. They will be
the 3rd and 4th Tune of Month to be added to our list.
The other tunes officially added this year were “Those
Were the Days” – a Russian tune that was a “hit” in
1968 and as might be said again as we back at 2020
and 2021. The other new tune for which we received
permission to play is “Puff the Magic Dragon.” Notated
into 2 different keys, it is an old Peter, Paul and Mary
tune. The plan is to eventually add this to our
performance repertoire for Senior Living Centers. The
new tunes are:
“Bluemont Waltz” by Rodney Miller. I became
acquainted with Rodney as we did the Spirit Jams and
received his permission to for us to use and play
Bluemont Waltz. It was written in 1986 and at that time
he was living near Bluemont Virginia. He was gracious
in giving permission to play this beautiful waltz. We
played it at the last jam and our outgoing President,
Peggy Kustra, suggested we make this part of our
official repertoire. It is written in the key of A which
gives us practice at playing in that key. This addition to
our tune list is in appreciation of Peggy’s leadership
these past 3 years.
“Sal’s Got Mud Between Her Toes” is a favorite
tune of Harold Crane’s. To welcome and thank him for
accepting the position of VP-Business for 2022, it is
now a “official” tune in our tune book. Written in D, this

tune has a driving rhythm, upbeat energy and is fun to
play. It has an A, B and C part and ends on the B
part. There are words to this tune, if you are inclined to
play and sing.
Here comes Sally down the road,
She’s got mud between her toes
Though her face is pretty as a pear,
She’s got a yellow ribbon in her hair.

You may bring personal soft drinks, if you want. The
doors of Holy Cross Church open at 6:45 & the party
starts at 7:00 pm.
Bring your holiday spirit &
instruments, if you want. There is one more concert to
give the next day, so we will probably not run very late.
I look forward to seeing you!
…..Sandi datadoc@charter.net 734-663-7974

Here she comes and yon she goes,
She don’t wear no fancy clothes
She don’t carry no long stem rose,
She’s got mud between her toes.
Asked her would she marry me,
She says, “Not immediately,”
But I noticed her with a hose
Washin’ mud from ‘tween her toes.”
CHORUS:
Sal, Sal, don’t be slow
You love me, you know it’s so,
All I ask, the good Lord knows,
Shake that mud from ‘tween your toes.
...... Marsha mtkoz72@gmail.com 734-239-4190
VP- PROGRAMS NOTES ~ Sandi Hlavacek
Well... the year 2021 is almost over. It HAS been a
challenging year for everyone, But Silver Strings has
not only survived, but thrived. Thanks to the heroic
efforts of Marsha & Terry Koslowski, we had pop up &
spirit jams, which held our core together & welcomed
musicians around the world to join our family. And
everyone’s repertoire grew, because of Marsha’s
genius idea to post tune lessons online. Bob & I
enjoyed serving for the past 3 years as your Program
VPs., and thank all who helped along the way, to make
our activities run smoothly. We could not have done it
without your help.
In the past year, our annual campout was
cancelled, along with almost all of our playdate
opportunities. (A few gazebo & patio concerts were
played.) It was difficult to plan anything with lockdowns
looming. But we did manage to squeeze in our annual
picnic & jam in the park, and our fall banquet, which
drew almost 50 people to share dinner, music, fun &
friendship (with 2 new members attending from
Wisconsin). Our holiday playdates are more sparse
than usual this year, but we DO have one more tradition
that WILL happen… our end of the year HOLIDAY
PARTY. It’s our chance to celebrate the year of
musical fun. After the annual concert at the Livonia
Library, we will gather in the evening at our home
church for dinner & music. We have survived &
thrived, and now we’re going to celebrate !!!
Still honoring COVID restrictions, we will NOT be
doing our usual potluck. Menu will be simple pizza and
salad, with bottled water (plain & flavored) available.

Attention Mountain Dulcimer Players
Patricia Wolschon will host a jam at her home in
Redford.
Myself and Carol Ann will be your
moderators.
Meetings will take place on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
of every month. So this month, the meetings will take
place on Tuesday, December 14 & 28, from 1 - 3 pm.
Players of ALL levels are welcome as well as rhythm
and back up players!
I will have a signup sheet at our meeting with more
details but in the meantime you can sign up by text or
email. This will give us a head count.
Contact me at: losgood10424@comcast.net
or text at 734 649 3843
We are excited to get this group formed again and will
discuss future plans and suggestions at our meeting.
Musically, Linda Osgood

Our Nov. 9th MD Jam with 11 in attendance

2021 Holiday Play list – FINAL November 13, 2021
Starter
KT/MK

KT/MK

Key
Tune
G
Jingle Bells - start with chorus . Santa Stick tag. Jingle bells during
each chorus
G
Deck the Halls Start -Holly & Ivy 2x by starter while everyone
decorates instruments/stands. Tag End by Starter
G/C Let It Snow/Winter Wonderland

CAM

C

Dan

C

MK

C

Peggy

D

Silver Bells . Sandi adds glockenspiel to chorus in the call and
respond Ritard 4 measures from End. HD – walk up C Chord,
Parade of the Wooden Soldiers – 4 count drum start- Slide Whistle
accents. Toy Soldier headbands*
Santa Claus is Coming to Town – multiple instrument start: triangles,
jingle bells, wood clackers, slide whistle. Marsha will yell “1-2-3-4”
after slide whistle - All join in beginning at 5th full measure
Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer - Santa Stick

MK

G

I Saw Three Ships/Christmas is in the Air

CAM

G

Oh Come All Ye Faithful at chorus, start soft, increase volume every
2 measures. End loud. Ritard starts 4 measure to End
Jolly Old St. Nicholas/ Pachelbel -8 measure intro. Jolly Old is
played 4 times: 1 play soft/ 2nd and 3rd time whistles/psaltery join in.
3rd time play loudly. 4th time whistles drop out, rest continue to play
more softly - 8 measure ending by Starter with fiddle long bow
Hark! The Herald Angels Ritard last 4 measures to End

3

Angels We Have Heard on High – Second time HDs soft. Ritard last
3 measures of 3rd time.
What Child is This – 2nd time, HDs soft. Play w/expression Ritard
last 4 measures of 3rd time.
Joy to the World –4 measure start, listen for 3 bongs between JTTW
verses before starting next verse
Tag end by Bass

3***

AW/MK

MK/PK
D
CAM

G

Peggy

G

LO

Am

MK/CAM

G

Play
3 1/2
3***
2/2
3
2
3

2
As written

4
3

3***

3

Bob N/
Harold

Em

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen –. guitar start Play upbeat
tempo; all end abruptly on last note and let sound ring

4

MK

AM

1

MK/LP

D/G

We Three Kings/Carol of the Bells 45-46 – play softly. 76-77 – all rest for 2 measures except for MK, Edie, CA Ritard
starting at measure 96. Last three measures – only fiddle,
bass and MK.
Simple Gifts -4 measure intro. 4 measure tag at end.

Ernie/MK

D/G

MK/KT

G

Silent Night - fiddle start, MK will do transition from D to G.
Everyone plays G two times. The 3 rd time in G, only harmonicas
and guitar.
We Wish You a Merry Christmas – all sing the last chorus

2/2***
2/3***

1 1/2

Tunes marked with *** -HD/s soften up second time so other instruments can be featured
(depending on who is there). Note – arrangements may be changed to accommodate the mix of
instruments.

Key
D
G
G
G
D
D
G
G
G
G
G
G
Am
C
C
D
D
D
Em
A

SSDS January 2022 Playlist
Tune
Over the Waterfall
Red Wing
Westphalia Waltz
Hundred Pipers
Young Roddy McCorley
Painter’s Polka
Southwind
You Are My Sunshine
Red Apple Rag
Muss I Denn (Wooden Heart)
March of St. Timothy’s – hold on 4th time
Let It Snow
Cold Frosty Morn
Tennessee Waltz
Five Foot Two
John Ryan’s Polka Spanish Two Step
Saro Waltz
Tamlin
Hangman’s Reel

Play
3/3
3*
2*
3
3
3
3*
3
3
3*
4
2
3
3
3
5**
3
3*
4
3

D
D

EXTRA TUNES:
Hey Polka
Whiskey Before Breakfast

4
3

NOTES: *2nd time – feature fiddles, harmonicas, etc.
** Feature different instruments as present

37th Annual Silver Strings Banquet

40+ members and guests attended the Banquet on November 4th at St. Mary's Banquet Center in
Livonia. The pandemic canceled last years get together, so we all were eager to get back together
again, socialize with our friends and celebrate being part of such a great club. In these photos, as we
prepare for the dinner, we are about to start playing a fun game that Sandi had prepared for us.

37th Annual Silver Strings Banquet

Music and food has always been a fun part of our club. Here we are getting ready for the feast of
good food, complete with a "Sharing Acoustic Music Since 1983" cake a wonderful table decorations
made by Sandi and her banquet committee helpers.

37th Annual Silver Strings Banquet

The evening would not be complete without our members entertaining with a rousing musical jam.
Fun was had by all who attended and celebrated 37 years of Silver Strings' musical journey.

Our 3rd Holiday music practice took place on November 11 th in preparation for 7 Holiday performances.

Our regular Jam on November 18th brought out 20 musicians. Although everyone is still required to
wear a mask… we all had a fun time jamming together!

Kay Rowe hosted a Bowed Psaltery Jam before the November 18th
meeting. Stay tuned for more information about future get togethers.

On November 5th our club entertained with a lively performance for the seniors at Waltonwood in Canton.
photo courtesy of Bob Niemczewski

Rick Thum & Friends present: A Cabin Fever Christmas Concert
Virtual Concert
https://www.rthum.com/virtual-concert-tickets

Friday, December 17 at the historic Sheldon Concert Hall

Celebrate the season - together - with an extra cup of holiday cheer and sparkling, live folk music that captures the
Christmas spirit like none other. This year's fan-favorite show is now bigger than ever! Come warm your hearts, tap your
toes, and start a new tradition by joining us for this must-see event.

Silver Strings Dulcimer Society
Meetings on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays every month
7:00 - 9:00 pm…. with jamming till …?
Meeting at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
30650 Six Mile, Livonia, Michigan
Featuring the hammered dulcimer,
and other acoustic instruments :
mountain dulcimer, banjo, guitar, autoharp, fiddle,
string bass, washtub bass, mandolin, folk harp,
recorder, tin penny whistle, ukulele and harmonica.
Learn new tunes and techniques, jam together
with other players, receive new music
and a monthly newsletter.
Participate in workshops, festivals, performances,
picnics, fun and fellowship.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:

http://www.silverstrings.org

Start thinking about getting articles for the newsletter to me by the 25th.
Articles or pictures from any member are always welcome, contact David at dtsmithnet@yahoo.com

Silver Strings Dulcimer Society

P.O. Box 51446
Livonia, MI 48151

